6o6                              THE     MEDICI

This story of Eleonora's murder is that which has always
been believed, and it is to some extent corroborated by the
fact that there is no tablet to her memory in the family
mausoleum. At the same time it must be remembered that the
story did not appear until a subsequent generation, and is not
authenticated in any way; 12 so that we may be doing both
Pietro and Francis a severe injustice if we accept it as un-
doubtedly true. At the time it occurred her death was declared
to have been due to heart disease; while it is noticeable that
the writer who describes having seen her body thirty-two
years afterwards in so perfect a state of preservation saw no
sign of wounds; which is peculiar if she were killed with the
sword in the manner which had been related by him. After
this episode Pietro was sent by Francis to the court of Spain,
where he resided almost entirely for the rest of his life, becom-
ing as much hated there as he was in Florence, and a constant
thorn in^he side of Tuscany.13

Five days after this sudden death of Francis's sister-in-law
a second dreadful occurrence took place in connection with his
sister Isabella. In this case a Medici was the victim, not the
perpetrator, of the crime.

Isabella was the most beautiful of the three daughters of
Cosimo I and Eleonora di Toledo. Clever, and highly accom-
plished, she was also of a kind-hearted disposition, and is
said to have been the only one of the family who showed
kindness to Bianca Capello.1*

'4Wit, beauty,'and talent made her conspicuous among all
the ladies of the day, and she captivated every heart but her
husband's. Speaking French, Spanish, and Latin fluently, a
perfect musician, singing beautifully, a poetess and hn-
provisatrice by nature, Isabella was the soul of all around
her, and the fairest star of the Medici."1G

But it was her fate to be involved in, and to be the first victim
of, a celebrated fourfold tragedy which caused the ruin of the